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.inee I have such a short interval between issucs 


mare =" AisTory 
4 cc due to my takin 
it wu Little too casy and because there is really no hi. stig pomt ete 
ivities in the area as yct I am forced to dig into ny materials in 
the files for something to write about that might interest you. In 
our January issue I used some material that I got from \/illiam Briggs 
or Jiliiam Wallace of early Lake County history. I didn't use all of 
it snd I have some material on the early history of Gary that I think 
vill interest you. I have 3 articles clipped together that were type- 
writion and obviously was written in the late 1920's. It is possible 
that cither gontlemen copied this material but I can't tell, After 
reading the material I feel that the article entitled “The Early Days 
of Gary" was written by or about Ora Wildermuth, ‘The one entitled 
Early Recollections of Gary" seems to be written by Col A,P. Helton. 
And the one about "How Gary Was Incorporated" is by Oliver Holmes. Lt 
I an wrong I hope somebody will correct me. 


Es TOR 
uthor Unknown 
As Reported By Norris D, Coambs 


THE EARLY DAYS OF GARY 


ft we GKA 
Wh DERMUTH 


liy attention was first called to the proposed City of Gary by ccr- 
tain newspaper articles appearing in the Sunday newspapers in the 
spring of 190€, The articles did not definitely locate the city _cx- 
cept to indicate that it was to be somewhere along the ghore of Lake 
iichigan in Indiana, I- was then-just completing a law course in. 90s.— 
lege and naturally the news that a new city was to be built attract— 
cd my attention, These notices, however, were so meager and uncert- 
ain that I was somewhat’ doubtful about the wisdom of cven invostigat~ 
ing the place, However, a young dentist in my home town proposed to 
me one day in July that we visit:the proposed town site and we fixed 
several dates for the expedition, but cach time the dentist found som 
cxcuse for dolaying the trip. Finally we‘agreed to go on August 1, 
1906, lowever, when the train came along, in the afternoon, he back~ 
ed. out and I was compelled to go alone. 

The station agent was not able to give us any information as to how 
to find the place, 80 I boarded the train without a ticket, hoping 
that the conductor might be able to give me some dircetions as to con 
nections. His best informntion was to tho effect that if I-left the 
train at Hartsdale I could get to Gary on the Elgin, Jolict, & East- 
ern or the Michigan Contral Railronds, Accordingly I landeea at this 
railroad crossing sometime in the night of August 1. I found the 
place consisted of.a railroad crossing with a telercraph office’and an 
intcrlocking plant. The nearest town, they said, was Griffith, two 
miles away, to which place I went on a freight train that happened 
along. At Griffith I was unable to get any information about this 
place called Gary, and nobody seemed to know about it. 

The boarding houses were full and I spent the night with a telcgrap 
operator on the Grand Trunk Railrond., He thought I might be able to 
get to Gary by taking a train on the Michigan Central the next morn- 
ing. \hen morning came the tickct agent advised me that his train 
went the other direction in the morning and I could not go to Gary un 
til evening, and he was uncertain as to how far I might be from the 
town when I left his road, Again an Elgin, Jolict, & Eastern freight 
train came along and the conductor of this train learned of my plight 
and offered his assistance, He said he knew right where they were 
building the Town of Gary:'and that if I would come with him he would 
take me to Indiana Harbor, where I could get a train to Gary. 

_ I arrived in Gary at 11:55 on the Lake Shore Railroad on August 2 
in company with two traveling men who were thinking of locating in 
business in the new city. The railroad station was a box car and thc 
neighborhood was all sand. We walked south from the box car some 22) 
le distance when we came to a frame building, which loolied like a rer 
idence but which was evidently used for business, ‘Je learned it was 
the postoffice and wont in to inquire how far it was to the Lake Sho 
Depot and the young man said it was about a hundred yards. It scceme 
to us that wo had walked at lcast a mile and wo wore fcarful lest we 
could not get back in time for the 5 o'clock train. One of my com-~ 
rades asked if there was any mail for him and the attendant leafcd 
through the letters which he kept in a pasteboard shoc box, after wi 
ich he looked up to this fcllow and said,-"What is your name?" He 
gave him the name and the postmaster said, "No, there is no mail for 
youe" ‘I learned lator the young man keeping the postorfice was Fran] 
Knotts, the son of the first mayor, and who gave his life in Fracc 
during the great war. ; : : 

I spont the afternoon scouting about the sand hills and ee 3 

ing to talk to as many people as I could and getting very little in- 
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formation, No one that I found secmed to be very sure of just what 
wes Soing to happen, Everywhere you went men were working but the 
plan was so big that they did not scem to realize the purpose of it. 
Here we found thom grading a street, and there digcing a ditch, and 
Over along the lake they were erecting tremendous concrete mixers pre= 
paravory to putting in conerete foundations, The whole thing looked 
lite a gloomy outlook for a young man who hoped to be looked upon as 
& Tising young lawyer, Yet it seemed worth further investigation. 
there were no hotels or boarding houses save those maintained by the 
various contracting concerns where-they housed and fed their own mone 
In other words, thefe was no place for you to stay unless you had a 
Joc, so I procured a job with Lanquist & Illsley, a Chicago contract- 
in% conecrn, who were to build conercte foundations for the stecl mill: 
I shought I might as well study the thing from tho cround up. ° 

~ worked there during the months of August and Septomber, 1906, dur- 
ing which period I spent a great deal of time looking the noighbdorhoo® 
over, The plans for the mills: looked big, and day after day the planc 
for the city scemed to develop, and I thought it was a good place to 
stey, One of the first men I became acquainted with was the postmas- 
vor, Thomas E, Knotts, who was also the president of the town board, 
ond who later became the first mayor of the city, He had at one time 
>ived in my home county and he and my father had taught school toget= 
far about the time I was born, He told me one day, in the course of 
OV" conversation, that they had decided to have a school in Gary the 
Coming winter if they could find a teacher, He asked me if I didn't: 
wens the job, and I agreed to take it, They had no school board yet, 
but there was one appointed a few days later’ and after their appoint- 
ee they confirmed my employment. ; : 
. *ho school was to begin on the first day of October, but the build- 
ing was not completed, so I called the children together by standing 
on & stump in front of the school house and ringing a bell which the 
School board had furnished me with that morning, ‘The boll together 
wth a box of tablets of writing paper was all the cquipment we hade — 
=Se school house was a one story frame building with a gable roof, the 
uilding being about twenty feet wide and thirty foot long, with onc 
Toon, The doors and windows were put in that day but we had no seats 
or senches, I helped the carpenter and we made scats upon which the 
Children might sit the next day, These scats were made of planks ten 
“nehes wide and one inch thick, supported by blocks nailed to the floc 
Tae next day we had-a session of school. We had but few books besides 
he writing tablets, and it was difficult to write on these for we hac 
no ccsks, and the children's backs got tircd. I suggested to the car- 
ponter that we ought to put a back on the scats and this we did aftcr 
acjournment, A fow days later we put another board up in front of thc 
scat and made a desk of it. The boards reached clcoar across the schoc 
house, I tried to get the carpenter to cut them up into picces and 
make small scats but he said this would entail too much wasto of lum- 
ocr, Later some seats were procured, and still later another school 
Louse was built when it was found that we had too man; children for 
one room, 

furing the fall somcone suggested that the children ought to have 
Some books to read, I+ won't understand to say who it vas that made 
this suggestion but it was this suggestion that really was the begin- 
ning of the Gary Public Library, At any rate we tool up the suggest= 
ton and some of the good women of the neighborhood arranged an oystor 


supper to be held in the school house, I hadn't much faith in the oy 
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ter supper. Most of the men who worked in the place then wore tramps 
and hobocs with no family ties or connections and it is hard for mo 
to beclicve that such men would have much interest in civic affairs, 
Yet the women persisted ond when the oyster supper was givon many’‘of 
the mon came from the camps that were scattered through the woods, 
and we had quite a charming success, 

With the money raised by this means some books were bought. ‘ce th 
ought there might be danger in leaving these treasured volumes in the 
school house because it was frequently opened at night by stragglers 
who erept in and stayed over night, so the books wore taken to my of- 
fice, a tar paper covered’ shanty across the waste of sand callcd Brog: 
way, opposite the school house, which building served me both as of- 
fice and residence. . No one here knew anything about libraries so far 
as I could find, but the children and I devised a scheme for keeping 
track of the books which we did by means of some pastcboard cards ma: 
by one of the little girls from some cardboard she got out of a cracl. 
er barrel, The scheme for the establishmont:of the public library 
wos zecally worked out by Superintondent Wirt, who came to Gary in 190 
I romember well when he sent for me gne day, and said that with all 
duc respect to our collection of books he thought that in time they 
might prove inadequate and that we ought to take steps to improve the 
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library facilities, He said he thought I ought to bo a member of the 
library board because anyone who had the norve to start a library fre 
an oyster supper surely had library intcrests at heart, 

_/c found the law required a five years residence qualification for 
library board members, and there wasn't anybody in Gary qualificd to 
serve, so we organized a school board library but sclected an indcp- 
endent library board who were without legal authority but who sat in 
regular monthly mectings and determined all questions of policy con- 
cerning the library and whose decisions were always followed by the 
school board in order to make the actions legal. Touis J. Bailcy was 
emplyca as librarian in the summer of 1908 and tho public library op- 
enec in the fall of 1908 in a store room on Seventh ..venue just west 
of broadway, We soon outgrew a little store room and took additional 
room adjoining it. Shortly afterwards wo moved to a double store on 
the west side of Washington Street between Sixth and Seventh, From hei 
we moved to the present Central Library on Fifth ..vonue, I necd not 
traco the development of the public library further bocause the rest 
of the record is already oa matter of history. During the fall and 
winter of 1906 and the spring of 1907 Gary had much the appearance 
of a western boom town, A number of families lived here but they all 
resided in tents or shantics covered with tar paper, Several of thes: 
families lived in tents during the entire winter of 1906 and 1907. We 
had no clectric lights, water system; sewer system, gas, or other 
utilities, We lived as backwoodsmen, and indeed it was the backwoods 
1n many respects, 

One incident that I rocall well illustrates the nature of the scttl 
ment, Pat and Don Fitzgerald had opened a hotel whore we a11 stayed. 
It wos a temporary frame building which stood in what now is the fron’ 
yard of the Illinois Stccl Company's Hospital. Just north of it was 
licFaddens Flats, operated by John McFadden, later -tho township asscs~ 
sot. The "flats" wore arranged aftor the style of an overgrowm slccp- 
ing car. I roomed for some time with C, Oliver Holmes, now tho pres- 
_ ident of the South Side Trust & Savings Bank, and ‘a mombor of the Ind: 

lana State Senate. Our room in the hotel was so small that we could 
not both get in the room at once unless one of us was in bed, We had 
to retire and arise at diffcrent intervals, Around the stove at the 
hotel one night conversation turned to wildcats. Somcone suggestcd 
that he had seen a wildcat in the woods at Gary, ‘threo of us laida 
little plan and we saw to it that the talk about wildcats was taken 
up cach succeeding evening for sevoral days. There was a gang of men 
stopping at the hotel who were drilling test holes measuring the Ccpt! 
of the sand on a line running from the present watcor towor in Jeffer- 
son vark north to the intake in the lake. They worked two shifts and 
changed about weekly. About 10 o'clock one night of the next wock 
when the one shift were working nights we threo sncalkod out of the 
hotel to the place where these mon were drilling their test holes. 
One fcllow whose name I can no longef® remember, said he knew what 
kind of a'noise a wildcat made, The other two of us had never sccn 
a wildcat. This fcllow who knew the wildcat's yell whon he came. to 
within about a hundred yards of the drilling opcrations,‘gave forth 
some sort of a yell which he said sounded like a wildcat, and tho dri? 
lers all climbed the derrick, It’ was a perfect noonlight night and » 
we sau out there in the willows on the sand until well after midnight, 
with our wildcat man occasionally lotting out a yoll and keeping the 
drillers up the derrick, We finally went home and they told us the 
next morning a most graphic story of how they were attacked the night 
before by a pack of wildcats who came so close to the derrick thoy 
could sec the flash of thcir cyes as thoy neared the bonfire, They 
tolc of how they chasod them away a timo or two with firo brands, On 
their way to the hotel when they left their work in the morning they 
met Tom Knotts and told him their story and he saic that he had no 
doubt but that it was truc, although he did not lmow anything about 
our trick. ; 

Gary was a busy place in those days, Everybody had_to work, and we 
began‘to acquire a reputation of being a boom town. I built ny littl 
shack, which became my office and my residence, on the west side of 
Broadway about two hundred fect north of what is now Fourth Avenuc. 
There wore no paved streets then, The school houses sat just a litt] 
further north of that on the other side of the strect, and the post- 
office was perhaps two hundred fect north of my shack, We built the 
place after school one night and on Sunday when I could obtain the 
scrvices of a carpentcr, and it was a couple of wocks in the course 
of building. On Hallowc'cn night the frame work was up but there was 
no roof or siding on, Some boys, to play a prank on the teacher, 
found an old box sign with lettering on cither side saying "Rooms for 
rent by the day or weck," They nailed this thing up on the frame of 
my shgnty and put a lantern inside so that the lcttcrs might be read. 
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A. visitor who had:come out from Chicago and strayed a little too far 
tm vac sand hills, as people were wont to do in those cays, did not 


gee back to the station in time for the last train, which left about 
2 o'clock, He began to look for a place to stay and finally saw thi 
slg through the woods and went to it only to find the frame of this 
litsle shack, He didn't know about the Hawallewe'on prank but thoug! 
the sign was really placed there by the owner of tho building in ord. 
vhas he might have trade ready for him as soon as the building was 
completed, i heard him tell about his exporionce at the postoffice a 
little later when he said he had always heard this was a boon town 
but he had no idea it was as bad as that. 

the Law business began to develop during the winter of 1907 and 1907, 
I tried a few cases during the winter, the court being held in the eve 
ing when I did not have to be in school, Ex-Mayor Hodges and I had 
on oLiice together a little while but his story about our first ca3e 
onc first fee is not entirely true. Two justices yore olected in the 
ol] of 1906 and they soon began to dispense justicc. I well remember 
vac first Civil case ever tricd. I had to prepare all the papers and 
‘ocxeus for the justice, who was a hotel kcepor, Onc lawyer preceeded 


: to Gary, He was one of the drillers reforred to in the wild cat 
me He did not stay Long and I have never heard from him since. 


an I, Hodges came during the winter and Charles V. Ridgely cane 
tv, t° cannot remember the order of their coming after that. Of 


Course asl, Knotts was here before I canc, but both his office and hir 
Pesicenee were in Hanmond, 


-1 the spring of 1907 Hodges built a residence at the southwest cor- 
BS of Sixth Avenue and Virginia Street. This was tho first perman- 
ce House built in Gary, I built a house at 610 Jcfforson Street anc 
°-S vas the first completed home west of Broadway and the second_in 
vow, liayor Knotts started his home at Scventh and ..dams before I 
2esan but his plans were somewhat more pretentious anc I beat him 
20ne. Joseph Frost came afterwards and houses grev like nushroomse 

> Tenember once when a client of mine contracted with Frost to buy a 
nouse yet to be built. The ink was hardly dry on the contract when 
seve anglehardt came along and we leased it to him. Ile was anxious 
2 Nove and Frost promised to hurry. This house, on the cast side of 
“ans between Sixth and Seventh Avenues, was started the next morning 
an’. the inglehardts had dinner in it the next day. It was a modern 


(.79r 


seven room house. Things noved fast fron then on. I would not trace 
ny Cxperienees in watching Gary grow up and in sone ways growing up 
with it for anything else I can think of, yet I would not care to rc~ 
beat the perfornance, 


EARLY RECOLLECTIONS OF GARY 


29 one who has lived in this community for a number of years, an Cx- 
toned discourse on early experionces and impressions might be tirec- 
some, Such a talk must sound more or less commonplace and must ncc= 
essarily contain statoments that arc not now or original to all. How- 
ever, the real history of the carly days of Gary will consist of nar- 
ratives of individuals compiled through conscicntious effort by sonic 
one who only secks to portray that which he finds, rather than a good 
historical "story" from some one with on active imagination and a fa- 
Clle pon, ; 

iy first appearance in Gary occurred more than sixtcon yoars £0, 
_ having been employed by the stecl corporation aos ongincer on the town 
site, ‘I came out:in company with Mr Ralph Rowley and [ir Thomas H. 
Cutler, cngincers, on the Baltimore & Ohio milk train which arrived 
at what was then Calunet Heights station about 4 o'clock in the aftcr+ 
noon, ‘this station was located abdut a mile northeast of the present 
station and near the present location of the blast furnace, it being 
uscd by menbers of a club of Chicago who had a club house and a nune 
ber of cottages on the lake front near the present harbor, After 
tranping about a mile and a half through the woods to the club, my cn- 
thusian for the Gary that was to be had about reached the vanishing 
point, and I longer for the bright lights of Chicago. After mcecting ~ 
some old friends and having o good man-size meal, my courage cane bac: 
anc. with following busy days of planning and ecxccutive work, profcss- 
ional intcrest in the development of the great works became the para- 
mount issue and pushing the work the order of the day. My first work 
on the tovm site started during the latter part of .pril, 1906, the 
first job being the construction of a temporary pile bricge across 
the Grand Calumet River just west of the present conercte structure, 
which was followed by determining the center line .of what was to be 
Broadyay .and next the line of Fifth Avenue. The Grand Calunct River 
at Broadway consisted of a strtéam about one hundred fect wide and a 
marsh about five hundred fect wide on the north sicc. 
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There was nothing to mark the line where Broadway was laid out, as 
the whole tract was a series of sand hills and sloughs, the hills be- 
ing covered with scrub oaks and the sloughs supporting a dense vegeta- 
tion of marsh grasses and shrubbery. The marshes were a series of lon 
narrow sloughs extending in a direction parallel to the shore line of 
Lake Nichigan and some of them were quite deep, One in particular was 
that about one hundred feet north of Sixth Avenue, it being about sev- 
enty-five feet wide and five or six feet deep, with a considerable dep 
th of solf mud or muck in the bottom, Its western end was near the Er 
iscopal Church and it extended east to where it intersected the New 
York Central Railroad, perhaps more than a mile. ‘hen our surveying 
party was measuring Broadway and came to this slouch, one of the chain 
men made several unsuccessful attempts to throw his tape line across 
but on account of dense willows and other vegetation could not get it 
Over, so he started to wade across but gave that up when he started to 
sink down in the soft muck bottom. One of the residents of the old 
town of Tolleston was around looking on as was also his dog. The-chai. 
man conceived the idea of tying the tape line on the dog's collar, 
throwing a stick across the slough, sending the dog after the stick 
and then having the man on the other side call the dog == thus was thc 
first engineering obstacle overcome, and thus, by this homely little 
incident, was the City of Gary extended beyond this obstruction, It 
1s regretted that it is not possible to chronicle here the name of thi 
tollcston native and also the name of his dog. The dog has no doubt 
passed to the happy hunting grounds of dogdom ere this, but let his 
memory as an unknown benefactor be preserved for all time in the arch- 
ives of the Historical Society. 

After Broadway had been surveyed to the extreme south limit of the 
Wabash Railroad right of way, Fifth Avenue was taken into consideratio 
when we arrived about Monroe Street on Fifth Avenue we encountered a 
very dense swamp jungle in the bed of a creek know as Gibson Run and 
a day was required to get a line through from Monroe Street to Jackso: 
Street when we again got up on the sand hills. No special difficult- 
140s were encountered for some distance with the exception that the fr 
nt chainman would occasionally stir up a colony of ycllow jackets or 
hornets, which said colony generally acquired a proper degree of wrat] 
and indignation to induce considerable activity in the rear chainman 
by the time he came along. At Fillmore Stroct and Fifth Avenue stood 
a mighty oak, the largest in the subdivision, and as all the men's 
hands were blistered, your narrator voluntecred to cut this giant of 
the forest. Major Cutler, one of the first engineers on the steel mi? 
work, came along about this time and he verificd the measurement, wh- 
ich was about an inch over three feet in diameter, 

The first subdivision had some attractive features even at that timc 
Near Sixth Avenue and Delaware Street was a very luxuriant patch of 
blue berries which could be stripped off the bushes in great handfuls, 
while near the Wabash Railroad was the best strawberry patch. It was 
always well to look carefully before one sat down on the ground for 
there was an abundance of cacti, and its thorne were very painful, Th- 
en again there was a surplus of spreading adders, a very wicked look~ 
ing snake, and a rather aggressive one too, whilo in the swamps could 
be found an abundance of moccasins, bull snakes, frogs, turtles and 
musl:rats, 

hon grading Adams Streot there was o large hill at the western tcr- 
Minus of the slough described as near Sixth Avenuo. This hill was ju: 
about in front of the Episcopal Church and was about as high as the 
church. On the topmost peak of the hill we uncovered, buricd at a dc) 
‘th of only about one foot, some human bones. ile collcctcd’all we cou 
find and Dr F.M, Jones, one of the pioneer Gary Physicians, stated th- 
at there were remains of five people, two men, a woman, and two chil. 
ren. ‘These bones were pretty well disintcgrated and the skulls fell 
to picces when we handled them, They wore in such condition that it 
could not be determined whether or not they were white or Indian. 

Gibson's Run wos a considerable creck that drained the marshes sout. 
of the Vabash Railroad, It had its origin at Seventcenth Avenue and 
Tenth Avenue. The course of the stream was about on a line with Jcff- 
erson Gtrect up to Tenth Avenuc, when it shifted over to about the al 
ey west of Jefferson Street and continued almost straight north to Fi 
th -.venue, where it turned west to about Jackson Stroct, turning agai 
in a northwesterly direction from there on its course to the Grand Ca 
umet River. : 

Remains, such as charred wood and broken crockery, wore found on 
the northeast corner of Fourtecnth Avenuc and Madison Street, and it 
is supposed that this was from the 01d Gibson Inn, which it is said 
was located here. A trail from Actna and points cast crossed Broad- 
way at about Fourteenth Avenue and meandered through the woods to the 
west, crossing Gibson's Run somewhat south of Fourtccnth and Jeffers 
on stroots, crossing Madison Street at about Fourtcenth jvenuc, then 
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turning north about on Madison Street to about Eleventh, then bearing 
cle htLy northwest and crossing the Michigan Central Railroad just we..' 
of the present Madison Street crossing, then continuing west to Tolle 
eston between the Wabash and Michigan Central Railroads, 

there was no crossing over any of the railroads on Broadway at that 
tine, although a portion of Broadway showed on the maps as Burton Ave- 
nuc, from the Wabash Railroad south to Twenty-ninth venue, It night 
be stated that Gary was not the first city projected on this site. In 
the carly 90's the stockyards of Chicago bought several thousand acres 
of land in the Calumet Region with the intent of moving the stockyards 
here, but for some reason the enterprise was abandoned. Real estate 
pronoters bought up all available land for some distance around and 
Sold it out in town lots, which for years were considered practically 
worchless and most‘of them wore allowed to scll for taxes, The coming 
2s Gary started a new speculation and there was much activity during 
voc first few years of its existance in perfecting titles and traffic- 
-ng in this property, some of which sold for almost favoulous priccs.e | 
-a the carly summer of 1906 lots could be bought on Broadway’ south of 
7e labash Railroad at prices ranging from $100 to :}500 each, but with: 
-1 & very short time the prices had amounted to many times that amount 
Cevecially for lots that were well located for saloon locations. : 
‘ Ys the original engincers who came to Gary and took part in the pioc- 
$¢cer work but three are left, RE, Rowley, chicf civil onginccr; A8s~ 
~Ssont- general superintendent of the Gary Stool Mills, lajor Thomas H- 
vusler, who is now temporarily living in Jolict; and the writcre 

, coking back over the period of the past sixteen years it is hard to 
Y-sualize the familiar scenes of Broadway as the virgin forest of tha’ 
gene and likewise it was hard to visualize, sixtcen ycoars AG0, what 
227 is today. In fact, it is not what I expected it to be, for I an- 
¥-S.0ated a greater growth to the cast and west. ‘ F 
,_Ysside of the settlements of Tolleston, Clark and Pine, there were 
~Cy nouscs within the present city limits of Gary in 1906, There wae 
“2 old farm‘house back in the woods about Twenticth -.venue ond Dela- 
vere treet, another at Nineteenth and Madison, and another just wesy 
°~ she Pennsylvania Railroad on ‘the south side of llinceteenth’Avenuc, 
“Notior at the southeast corner of Twenty-third and Broadway, one at 
~sentvy-second and Adams; the Bryan home on Island Park, a house at Twe 
cxty-third and Delaware, ond a large three story factory building o° 
y"onsy-sccond and Jefferson, this last building boing one of the rol- 
+C=e of the "stock yard boom" of the 90's. This building was pought 
O7 she Gary Street Railways and utilized as a car barne 
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. -rhaps one of the most interesting studies in observing the growt. 
O- & city like Gary is that of personalities. The carly days found 
adronturers, soldiers of fortune, and many othor classes of restlcss 
Aurenity flocking into the wonder city. The stay of some was short, 
some left between two days with a trail of anxious creditors looking 
in vain for them, some wore of the plain garden varicty of "four-f1- 
ushers," Some were men who had failed and were honestly trying aa 
‘some back." Somo were the sharp kind who thrive in now places anc 
who fade away before they become too woll known, Some were fugitives 
from justice and yet boldly entered into active busincss. _Some who 
hat. never made money before became wild spenders after making a Lucky 
real. cstate deal or two. In the carly days, any man with a front cou 
stort and hold on for a while. Now, however, these unstable charact— 
cers are mostly gone, At first therc was a procession of them —=— here 
today and gone tomorrow =-- but as the city has grow more stable such 
-Men are less and less noticeable, and if a stranger comes in without 
credentials he cannot go far in a business way, a11 of which shows 


that Gary is getting into her stride as a substatiantial and solid 
conmunity. : 


HOW GARY WAS INCORPORATED 


When, in the course of:the working out of the program of the United 
States Steol Corporation, through its subsidiary the Illinois Stecl: 
Company, looking towards the establishment of ndditional facilitics, 
it had advanced far cnough to begin operations on’ the ficld, one phes 
was, of course, the organization of the town gite, “his included’ the 
proper machinery for municipal government, whether small or large, th 
promotion and development of the facilities that go with modern come 
munitics including duc regard for proper legal proccdure. The local 
activities, and by “local" we mean those adjacent to, but distinct 
from the plant site, were more directly under the charge of hoFe 
Knotts, who was in the spring and summer of 1906 manager of the Gary 
Lond Company. : 

‘long with the rest ofthe equipment and personnel that came in was 
the brothor of Mr Knotts, known by everyone as "Tom" formerly a polic 
commissioner, and for a number of ycars night sergeant of police in 


(er 


the City of: Hammond, who moved his femily to Gary, locating on Pros- 
r7ct avenue, on a site close to what is now the depot of the South 
Shore Railroad. This took place in April, and in liay .,.F. Knotts are 
ranged for his stenographer to establish residence with the brother 
in Gary, looking towards qualifing him for whatever the developments 
would prove to be necessary, in the way of organization of the commun- 
ity. ‘These moves proved to be none too prompt, as the developments 
come rapidly thereafter, and on the llth day of June, 1906, formal 
typewritten notices were posted on three several trecs among the sand 
hills of the intended Gary, giving notice that a petition would’be pre 
scuted to the county commissioners about twenty days thereafter, pray- 
“ng the commissioners to act upon the intention to organize a town an¢ 
vo_order an election if the facts so warrented, , 
: it is interesting that though there were 334 residents in the torri- 
vory proposed to be incorporated, which by the way, did not include: 
the thon town of Tolleston, that being taken in later by annexation, 
vhe legal requirement for at least one-third of the voters was mot by 
Gece signing of the following fourtecn names: J,Fé IlcPherson, William 
\Chreoer, ‘J.C, Swanson; A.C. Blocki; August Barge; Louis A. Bryan, Jol 
M,. Sears, JsC, Bourth, E.J. Jewell, Wilhelm Bork, John Howell, Fred 
"et, tiller, Wilhelm Schroeder, and Louis Prohl, Sinco tho petitior~ 
crs had to be bona fide voters, the carpet-baggors who had “blown in 
could not qualify. The necessary bond in the sum of »500 having been 
put up, the county commissioners with due regard to the formalitics, 
ordered the election to be held on July 14, 19064 On that date the 
Commissioners of the oclection, namely, John E, Sars, Louis A. Bryan, 
anc. udward E, Hall, after patiently waiting all day, managed to gathe 
in thirty-cight votes, of which thirty-seven were for and one against 
incorporation, 

The tradition as to the one against is that it was probably cast by 
one of the duck-hunting pioneers, who had stopped at Yolleston on his 
way over to the election and that this was his silent, although in cf. 
fictive, protest against the coming of civilization. -inother tradi- 
vion is to the effect: that the original anti-company attitude first 
tound oxpression here, probably .in the mind of somcone who was convil. 
Ced that it would be unwholesome for the company to have unanimous ap 
proval and for that reason:cast his vote against the incorporation. 

he county commissioners, in special session, on July 17, 1906, af- 
ter the returns were in, declared the municipality duly incorporated, 
onc for clection purposes divided the town into threc wards so that 
there might de candidates from these several wards for the organiza+ 
tion of the first town board. also ordering the first town clection, 
which was held on July 28, 1906, when Millard A, Caldwell was the onl 
candidate for election as trustce of the First Ward, TE. Knotts of 
the Sccond Ward, and John E, S ars of the Third Ward. , 

There were two candidates for clerk and treasurer. William A. Wals! 
ran for the combined office of clerk and treasurer, while he was op= 
posed by Louis A. Bryan for troasurer and by C.0. Holnes for clerk. 
The clection inspectors wore L.A. Bryan, John E, Scars, and John Stew 
art, The results of the clection were forty-cight votes for Caldwell 
forty-nine votes for Knotts, forty-nine votes for scars, twenty votcs 
for walsh for clerk ond nineteen votes for him for treasurer, twoenty- 
eight votes for Bryan and twenty-nine votes for Holmes. Bryan pronpt 
ly arranged for the clerk to do the treasurer's work and spent the — 
wintor in California, being the first mon in Gary to oim an automobil 

Somewhat as‘a matter of accommodation to the person later appointed 
town attorney, who had stcered: the municipal ship through the shallow 
waters of its beginning course, the board of trustccs met’ every’ Satur 
day afternoon at 4:30, the first mecting being on July 30 _1906, at 
which mecting Ordinance No.1 was atoptod, Gary's dcq sitive nature 
and her tondency to take in everything in sight betrayed itsclf evon 
at this early date, since Ordinance No.1 was for the purpose of annes 
ing some land that had been overlooked in the original’swecp. This 
first mecting was held at the Gary Postoffice Building, all the trus~ 
tees boing present. The mecting was called to order by John E, Searr 
Thonas LE, Knotts was nominated by John E, Sears for president of the 
board, while John E, Sears was nominated by Millard .. Caldwell. Wh: 
the ballot was taken Knots received two votes and Scars one. C, Oli" 
er Holmes, having been elected clerk of the town, was present at the 
necting of the board, 

it the meecing held August 18°the town board elected Louden L,. Bon- 
berger of Hammond: town attorney, which office he held for four years. 
at a salary of $1,200 per year, although he did not move to Gary. At 
this necting the necd for funds, which need seems never to have been 
fully met since, wos so much with the board of trustecs that they or 
ered the clerk to secure the necessary warrents for use by the troas- 
urer.’ On payday the municipal .camp-followors got what looked like a 
check, but on the back of which was duly certified in a very fornal 
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manner that there were no funds in the treasury and that the bearer 
mente got 6 per cent interest until the treasurer could redeem the 
amigo At this mecting among other items of business transacted, 
aol pra was ordered to procure one'marshal's star, three deputy mare 
rtd kw dan four pais of handcuffs, that is, one pair for cach pol- 
tcc officer, and six police clubs, this number being placed a littlo 
highor on the theory that some of tho heads might prove rather hardin 
the carly days, henee harder on the clubs. What was‘more important 
3 heed both to the community and to the individual, as it proved 1" 
yeah the foundation of which has since come to be a national rep 
gd n municipal engincering was the official appointment of AP. 
clton as town engincecr, , 


Lon bd . . . . . 
Sera oa of the first municipal organization, therefore, stood as 


School board: CO, Oliver Holmes, president; Thomas H. Cutler, seerct- 


Cnc simmed by Lawrence Cox, then a sheriff of Lake County, and Welle 


i : irst Subdivision, September 1, 1906. ‘ 
The need for mecting the educational problem was faced by the appor’ 


warced the contract for the building of the first jail at $550, to bo 
built by Harry Miller, o carpenter contractor who had brought his far. 
ily to Gary, in the meantime. On December 1, 1908, the nanos of sev- 
eral of the streets were changed, the systonatic nomenclature being 
ccopted that is now a great convenience to everyonc, for examples Onc 
Huncred and Sixty-third Street was changed to Winth -.venue;. One iun- 
‘Crec and Sixty-fourth Street to Tonth Avenue ctc,; Uighland Avenue t« 
Joshington Street; Irving Avenue to Adams Street; Bastern Avenue to 
Jefferson Street; Washington Boulevard to Madison Strects Bell avenuc 
to Honroe Street; Trict Avenue to Jackson Street; Eccic «venue to Vai. 
Buren Streets; and Broemmell Avenue to Harrison Street. 

On February 24, 1907, the first epidemic of smallpox made necessar, 
the crection of a pest house, information concerning the stealing of 
which, Late in-the;-spring, got,front page space in the netropolitan 
dnilics. Out,of f e raft of routine affairs that cane to the attcn- 
tion of the tfustecs and ather officers of the commmity, one or two 
itons of more than’ géericrnl interest included the acdoption‘of the of- 
ficial seal. ‘It had been naively suggested to Judge Gary, the then 
chairnan of the finance committee of the United States Stecl Corpors. 
tion, that the town board would be delighted to include a baserolicf 
lioness in profile of the Judge in the Cesign of the seal, if that 
would neet with his approval, It-not only met with the Judge's ap= 
proval but appeared to please him, as he immediatcly aclmowLecged tu 
courtesy and indicated his desire to provide the necessary scale 

In @uc course the seal was prepared by Tiffany of llew York, and by 
ordinance on June 15, 1907, was adopted as the official seal, incluc- 
a basercelicf in profile of Judge Gary. The formal presentation was 

we made by lir KeK. Knapp, scnion member of the firn Knapp, Haynie and 
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Campbell, who had charge of the steel company's business in the Wost. 
It was understood that the seal cost Judge Gary over’a thousand dol- 
lars. It is really o very fine piece of workmanship. In language 
somewhat stilted, and even ornate, the town trustccs expressed their 
Appreciation to the founder of the steel corporation as follows: 

"hereas Judge EH, Gary has presented to the Town of’Gary, Indiana, 
which is named for hin, a seal for the use of said tow, and 

Whereas the trustees of said town appreciate the act of Judge Gary 
in presenting to the town the seal, which in excellence of workmanship 
ond artistic finish is surpassed by none, not even the great seal of 
the state : ‘ 

Therefore, ‘be it resolved, that the thanks of the trustecs of: said 
Town of Gary, and its citizens are hereby tendored to EH. Gary, and ’ 

~esolved, further, that these resolutions be spread upon the record: 
of the town and that ao certified copy thereof, with the first officia! 
imprint of the scal of the town, be sent to Judge Gary." . 

The first franchise granted by the Town of Gary was on May 18, go he 
being the Gary Heat, Light and Water Company for the installation o es 
the water works plant, the second for the installation of the gas plo; 
end the third for the installation of the clectric light and heating 
plant, There was also adopted on that day an orcinance granting 4 +4 
‘Tanchise to the Goshen, South Bend, and Chicago Railroad Companye -% 
18 the writer's present impression that that franchise was never me 
ereised, This hastily gathered and awkwardly presontod data gives bu 
an imperfect impression of the colorful and interesting experiences 
of those who had the good fortune of being anong the pionecrs as ree 
shaped and molded the clay which has beon ever plastic, but over Pott 
ening in the hands of those who shape the destinics of this Magic C1% 


~ probably took up too much space to include this material in be 
bullotin, but I thought it might be of intcrest to our members. oe 
fortunately Gary has changed a great deal, and not always for the ber 
Since these articles wore written. Just what is going to finally ea 
pen to it time can only tell. It is sad that the great towns such — 
Gory, Chicago, Cleveland, and St Louis to name a few are having such 
a difficult time adjusting thomselves to our changing conci tions. 
Sure we wish then success in their attempts to solvo their problcnse 

Jcil I guess this will be it for August. I certainly hope that wo 
will have sone interesting prograns that will intorecst bag this falt 
anc winter and that the Socicty can once again start crowing. 

Until next month I will close for now, but don't forget to cone te 
our necting on Thursday, September 20, 1979 and sce and hear what 
Noware. F, Johnson has for us I'm sure you will enjoy the progran. 

Sincerely, : 
Norris D. Coanbs, 
President 
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